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Ladies and gentlemen, we are glad to welcome you  to Bolgar.
        I’m your guide today. Let me introduce myself. My name is Rail. I’m Tatar by nationality. And this is the land of my ancestors.

        I’m going to tell you about “Great Bolgar”. If you have questions, you may ask them while my retelling.

       And so, let’s begin our excursion.

       There is a ruined ancient town 140 km away from Kazan which lies on the high left bank of Volga. The name of “Veliky (Great) Bulgar” tells us of its former might and glory. Once a homeland of Bulgars – remote ancestors of today’s tatars – now it is a Moslem sanctity and the place of pilgrimage. Far from Volga river one can see profiles of white stoned structures. They bring reminiscences of the marvelous oriental palaces, mosques, mausoleums, which presented a wonderful decoration of ancient Bulgar.
        The town was founded in IX–X  A.D. and lived as a trade, political and cultural center of Volga Bulgaria. It is here where in 922 ambassador of Baghdad came with his suite and local people admitted Islam soon. The town of Bulgar witnessed sad days as well. The town was demolished in 1236 and burned down to ashes by the Golden Horde invaders. Nowadays the town is reviving again but it will hardly reach its former magnificence.
         There is settlement, Bolgary and a spacious territory where old town’s ruins can be found. Old remnants here are like dumb witnesses of the past. You vividly feel here history and can hear a far-away call of the ancestors.
         Remnants of the Cathedral Mosque with a big minaret of the XIII century still can be found in the central part of the old town. The mosque was one of the main places of the town. Its striking beauty demonstrated the power of the state and importance of Islam religion.

         In front of the entrance to the Cathedral mosque one can see Northern Mausoleum. Here the Bulgar nobility took their last refuge. Passing through the arc entrance you get into the inner room.

        Opposite to the eastern front side of the Cathedral mosque there was another mausoleum (Eastern) constructed in the 30-s of XIV century. In the XVIII century it was transformed into orthodox church of “Saint  Nicholas”.
        Bulgar was a big and well developed town. Archeologists have found here remnants of the former water system, which supplied water to the town’s houses, a lot of fountains and bath-houses – valuable part of everyday life of bulgars. As a result of archeological excavations the remains of five bathhouses were found in Boulgars, one of them – the red chamber dated back to XIV century. Not far from it one can see a famous Black chamber – a building the way of use of which is still unknown.
         Ladies and gentlemen, let me continue. I’m Aigul, I’m Tatar, too.

         There is an old legend  about Black Palace, the last shelter for Bulgar khan Abdullah and his family when the town was destroyed by Bulat-Timur. The conquerors followed the order of the terrible emir and put timber around the building and then fired it. The besieged people were doomed to death. As soon as the smoke after the fire went gone away they saw a  young beautiful girl, a daughter of bulgar khan. She was dressed in white clothes and flew away from the roof of the black burned house. That house remained black after the fire.
          As another story goes this building used to be a courthouse. Khan and the council, consisting of 3 persons performed justice here. On the day of a trial khan and every judge always entered the Palace through the doors, which corresponded parts of the world. The khan always used to enter through western doors.

          Some people guess that this building used to be a mosque or medrese (Moslem school) with rooms for wandering dervishes.

          Black Palace has a square cubical basement with transition to octagonal and then semispherical dome. It consisted of two floors. There is a light high dome room in the floor. The opposite situated rooms on the  contrary were ugly and had no windows. Obviously, they housed cells for the prisoners waiting for punishment, appointed by Khan Supreme Court.

          To the south off the Black Palace one can see the ruins of the bath house part of the White Palace (XIV century).
         You can easily identify the so-called small minaret, standing like a fragile candle among the other Bulgar buildings and houses. It is 12 m. high. There is a spin staircase climbing to the upper floor and having 45 steps. A splendid view of the Old Settlement opens from the top of Small Minaret.  Nowadays it is the emblem of Bolgar, like the Eithel Tower in Paris.

         The ruins of Khan burial-vault can be found on the territory of the former graveyard. Not so far away some mausoleums of bulgar nobility were found as  well. The land of Bulgars and ruins were believed to be sacred. It was a great honor to be buried in this place.
         Being on the territory of Bulgar settlement, you should take opportunity to visit local Archeology museum. It is located in the house of the former Assumption church of the XVIII century, constructed on the donation of Mikhlyaev merchant. You can see here things made by Bulgar craftsmen and learn much more about the culture of the people who populated this territory many centuries ago.
        Great Bulgar attracted a lot of visitors. At the beginning travelers and merchants came here, then it attracted conquerors, emperors, scientists and many pilgrims. Peter Ist visited  Great Bulgar in 1722 and signed the first decree in Russia in the sphere of historical monuments and culture protection.
        Founded in 1969 Bolgar State Historical and Architectural Reserve studies and protects traditions of this marvelous ancient and historical place called Great Bulgar.

        To sum it up I’m glad to say, that President of Tatarstan Mintimer Shaimiev announced recently in his interview that after the 25th of March he would work to set up a Fund for development of Bolgar and Sviyazhsk historical complexes.

       And one more important information In 2010 Ministry of Culture of Tatarstan plans to present Bolgar historical – archeological Complex to be included into the list of worldwide cultural  heritage of UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization).

      Ladies and gentlemen, we’d like to present you with our small souvenirs: badges with Small Minaret and view of Black Chamber.
